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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can determine the main idea of an informational text. (RI.3.2) 

I can retell key ideas from an informational text. (RI.3.2) 

I can use text features to locate information efficiently. (RI 3.5) 

I can use information from illustrations (maps, photographs) to understand informational texts. (RI.3.7) 

I can use information from the words to understand informational texts. (RI.3.7) 

I can answer questions using specific details from the text. (RI.3.1)  

I can determine the meaning of unknown words in an informational text. (L.3.4) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can identify the main idea of an excerpt from “The Spadefoot Toad” by reading the text closely. 

• I can list key details in the text that support the main idea.  

• I can explain how information in the illustrations and the words help me understand the main idea.  

• I can determine the meaning of new vocabulary using clues in the text around a word.  

• Mid-Unit 2: Close Reading of an Excerpt about 

a New Freaky Frog (the Spadefoot Toad) 

• Mid-Unit 2 Tracking My Progress recording 

form  

• Exit ticket 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader: Things Close Readers Do 

(5 minutes)  

B. Unpacking the Learning Targets (2 minutes) 

2. Work Time   

A. Mid-Unit Assessment: Close Reading on My 

Own (35 minutes)  

B. Tracking My Progress (8 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment  

A. Sharing Frog Facts Back-to-Back/Face-to-Face 

(10 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 7 Homework 

• Because this is a reading assessment, do not read the text aloud (as was done in previous 

lessons).  

• Locate the Things Close Readers Do anchor chart (from Module 1) or prepare a new chart. 

• In this lesson, students independently apply the close-reading skills they have been building in Module 1 and 

in the previous unit.  

• Please note that the Spadefoot Toad is actually a frog, despite the misleading name. You may wish to clarify 

this with your students.  

• In the original lesson for the mid-unit 2 assessment (see EngageNY), students were only required to read 

page 1 of the article on the spadefoot toad. This version in this lesson requires students to read 

both pages of the article. The main reason for the change is that the second page has the more critical 

information related to the adaptations that allow the spadefoot toad to burrow, as well as an explanation for 

why and how they burrow. The questions actually work better for students with them able to use the 

information from both pages of the article. Additionally the photographs on page 2 are much more helpful 

for students as one shows a close-up of the back foot of the spadefoot toad and the other shows the 

spadefoot toad partially buried in the soil. These photos will allow students to have more information to 

document in Part 3 of the Close Reading as Researchers recording form portion of the assessment and 

therefore a deeper understanding. The other reason for students having their reading experience be with 

both pages of the article is that in Unit 3, there are writing lessons using the spadefoot toad information for 

modeling. Page 1 does not have enough information for this work. 

• Full Text: COPYRIGHT 2002 Bluffton News Printing & Publishing Company. Boy's Quest, Feb-March 

2002 v7 i5 p2(2). NovelNY Document Number: A82737131 

• For teachers who feel the reading of both pages is too much text to consumer, they can use the original 

lesson on EngageNY as well as the original assessment. 

• Use 2-Point Rubric: Writing from Sources/Short Response (see Supporting Materials) to score students 

mid-unit assessments. 

• Review: Helping Students Read Closely (Appendix 1). 

• Review answer key for mid-unit assessment (see Supporting Materials). 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

burrowing 

 

(Additional vocabulary, and students’ ability to figure out 

words in context, is addressed in the mid-unit assessment. 

Do not pre-teach).  

• Things Close Readers Do anchor chart (use from Module 1 or recreate) 

• Assessment Text: The Spadefoot Toad (one per student) 

• Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Close Reading of an Excerpt the Spadefoot Toad (one per student) 

• Mid-Unit 2 Tracking My Progress recording form (one per student) 

• Topic-specific recording forms from Lessons 3-5 

• Students’  Staying Alive: Animal Adaptations text from Lesson 2 

• Lesson 7 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Close Reading of an Excerpt the Spadefoot Toad) (Answers and Rubric for 

Teacher Reference)  

• 2 Point Rubric: Writing From Sources/Short Response (for teacher reference; use to score students’ 

assessments) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader: Things Close Readers Do (5 minutes) 

• Congratulate students on reaching the mid-point of Unit 2.  

• Tell them that today they are going to “show what they know” about reading closely. Remind them that they have done 

this kind of assessment before.  

• Pull out the Things Close Readers Do anchor chart. Ask the students to read the chart aloud with you. Then, have 

them Think-Pair-Share: “How has that helped you understand what you are reading?” Give students time to talk and 

then cold call a few students to share out their thinking. 

• When introducing new vocabulary, 

consider presenting the words written 

on index cards. Show the card to 

students when talking about the word. 

Then post the card on a word wall. This 

helps visual learners. 

B. Unpacking the Learning Targets (2 minutes)  

• Read each of the targets aloud. Ask them to again Think-Pair-Share: “How are these targets connected to the chart we 

just talked about?” Give students time to talk and then cold call a few students to share.  

• Then, tell students that these are exactly the skills they will get to demonstrate on their mid-unit assessment. They will 

read “The Spadefoot Toad” and take the same kind of notes they have done in previous lessons. Explain to students that 

they should keep thinking about what helps frogs survive as they are doing their assessment.  
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Mid-Unit Assessment: Close Reading on My Own (35 minutes) 

• Distribute “The Spadefoot Toad” as well as Mid-Unit 2: Close Reading of an Excerpt about the 

Spadefoot Toad).  

• Remind students that they should read the text multiple times: 

– First read for the flow; 

– Then read for the gist and to identify unfamiliar words; 

– Then read again to think about and record key information and details from the text and illustrations; and  

– Read one last time to answer the text-dependent questions.  

• Ask students if they have any questions.  

• Give students 30 minutes to complete the assessment.  

• For students who finish early, possible extensions include the following: 

– Continue in their independent reading book for this unit.  

– Allow students to read from Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures. 

• Collect students’ mid-unit assessments to formally assess. 

• Consider focusing struggling readers 

just on the first two paragraphs, which 

provide information about what the 

spadefoot toad1 does.  

• Consider writing and displaying steps 

answering text-dependent questions and 

use nonlinguistic symbols to match each 

step. Students can return to steps to 

make sure they are on track. 

B. Tracking My Progress (8 minutes) 

• Distribute the Mid-Unit 2 Tracking My Progress recording form to students. Explain that this is a chance for 

them to think about how well they are doing meeting two of the main targets they have been working on. 

• Read through the tracker and provide clarification as necessary for students. Have students independently complete 

their trackers. 

• Collect students’ mid-unit trackers to formally assess. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Sharing Frog Facts Back-to-Back/Face-to-Face (10 minutes) 

• Gather students together as a group. Congratulate them on their hard work reading, discussing, and writing about frogs! 

• Tell students that today they are going to “show what they know” using the back-to-back/face-to-face protocol. 

• Direct students to gather their topic-specific recording forms from Lessons 3-5 as well their Staying Alive: 

Animal Adaptations text from Lesson 2.  

• Tell students to spend a few minutes reviewing the learning captured on the recording forms from Lesson 3-5. They 

should also review the Staying Alive: Animal Adaptations text. 

• Direct students to stand and quickly but quietly find a partner and stand back-t0-back. Students should have the papers 

with them.  

• Explain to students that you will ask a question or provide a prompt. While standing back-to-back, students should 

think carefully about what they want to say or share. While thinking, they may consult their papers. 

• When students hear the words “face-to-face” they should turn around and respond to the question or prompt. Remind 

students to use their conversation norms to show respect to their talking partner. 

• Use the Questions/Prompts for Back-to-Back/Face-to-Face to guide the conversation. Continue as time allows.  

 

 
 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Tell someone at home about the spadefoot toad that you read about today. You have been reading and learning about 

many different kinds of freaky frogs! What adaptations help frogs survive? 

 

 

 



  

 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. 

Exempt third-party content is indicated by the footer: © (name of copyright holder). Used by permission and not subject to Creative Commons license. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 3: Module 2A: Unit 2: Lesson 7 
Supporting Materials 
 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 2: LESSON 7 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U2:L7  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) • March 2015   •  8   
 

Things Close Readers Do Chart 

 

(In case the Module 1 chart no longer exists, create a new chart with the following, 

along with any other strategies your students consistently use.) 

 

We reread the text multiple times. 

 

We read first for the flow. 

 

We reread first for gist and to identify unfamiliar words. 

 

Then we think about the main idea and details. 

 

We read again to answer the questions.  
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Assessment Text: “The Spadefoot Toad” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Spadefoot Toad” by Melanie Freeman, Boys’ Quest Magazine, Feb 2002, Volume 7, Issue 5.  
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Assessment Text: “The Spadefoot Toad” 
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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: 

Close Reading about the Spadefoot Toad 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Part A: Close Reading as Researcher recording form 
Use this recording form to take notes, just as we have been doing together in class. 
 
Topic:  
 

Part 1: What do you think is the main idea of the text? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 2: Key details from the text that help me understand the main idea  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part 3: Key details from the illustrations that help me understand the main idea 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part B: Questions from the Text 
 

1. How do the spadefoot toad’s legs help it?  

a. Its feet help it jump high. 

b. Its feet help it dig holes in the ground.  

c. Its feet help it swim.  

d. Its feet help it to hear. 

 

 

2. What part of the text helped you select your answer?  

a. “morning sun rises” 

b. “kick and push the dirt”  

c. “his green and brown body” 

d. “come out at night” 
 

 

3. What does the word “burrowing” mean as it is used in the passage?  

a. kicking 

b. hole 

c. digging 

d. sprinkling  
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4. Which of these phrases from the passage best helps you understand the meaning of 
“burrowing”? 

a. “comfort of his burrow” 

b. “now completely buried, is a burrowing toad” 

c. “stays cool and moist in his burrow”  

d. “will come out at night to eat” 
 

 

5. What adaptations help the spadefoot toad survive? Give at least two details from the 
text to support your answer. 
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Mid-Unit 2 Tracking My Progress 

 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 

Learning Target:  
◦ I can determine the main idea of an informational text.  
 
 

1. The target in my own words is: 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How am I doing? Circle one. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. The evidence to support my self-assessment is: 

 
     ______________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

I need more help to learn this I am on my way! I understand some of this 
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Mid-Unit 2 Tracking My Progress 

 
Learning target:  
◦ I can use information from illustrations (maps, photographs) to understand informational texts.  

   (RI.3.7) 

◦ I can use information from the words to understand informational texts. (RI.3.7) 
 

 

1. The target in my own words is:  

 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How am I doing? Circle one. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. The evidence to support my self-assessment is: 

 
     ______________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

I need more help to learn this I am on my way! I understand some of this 
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Lesson 7 Homework 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Tell someone at home about the spadefoot toad that you read about today.  

 

You have been reading and learning about many different kinds of freaky 

frogs! 

 

What adaptations help frogs survive? 

 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 
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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: 
Close Reading about the Spadefoot Toad 

 (Answers, for Teacher Reference) 

 
Note: There is no single “right answer” to the main idea of this passage. Focus on whether the main 

idea students identify is reasonable, and whether the key details they list support the main idea they 

identified. Below is merely a single example of one such “reasonable response.” 

 

Main idea of this section of the text 

The spadefoot toad digs a hole in the ground to cover up and stay cool. 

The spadefoot toad can stay underground for months. 

Key details from the text that help me understand the main idea 

The spadefoot toad has short, stubby legs to help dig in the dirt.  

Only the spadefoot toad’s eyes are out from underground.  

Most of its life is spent underground.  

The spadefoot toad comes out to eat at night.  

“shovel-like tool for digging” (back feet) 

Digs backwards, backs itself into the hole 

Faces out so it can see predators 

Dirt below the surface is cooler  

Ability to get moisture through its skin when buried in the ground 

Key details from the illustrations that help me understand the main idea 

The shovel next to the title hints that the spadefoot toad digs. 

The spadefoot toad has short, thick legs.  

Is partly buried in picture 

Close-up of back foot shows the long “fingernail” used for digging 
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Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: 

Close Reading about the Spadefoot Toad 
(Answers for Teacher Reference) 

Part B: Questions from the Text 

 
1. How do the spadefoot toad’s legs help it?  

a. Its feet help it jump high. 

b. Its feet help it dig holes in the ground.  

c. Its feet help it swim.  

d. Its feet help it to hear. 

 

2. What part of the text helped you select your answer?  

a. “morning sun rises” 

b. “kick and push the dirt”  

c. “his green and brown body” 

d. “come out at night” 
 

3. What does the word “burrowing” mean as it is used in the passage?  

a. kicking 

b. hole 

c. digging 

d. sprinkling  
 

4. Which of these phrases from the passage best helps you understand the meaning of “burrowing”? 

a. “comfort of his burrow” 

b. “now completely buried, is a burrowing toad” 

c. “stays cool and moist in his burrow”  

d. “will come out at night to eat” 
 

5.  What adaptations help the spadefoot toad survive? Give at least two details to support your answer. 

The spadefoot toad survives by digging a hole in the ground and covering itself up. 

This helps with its survival because it can be underground in the heat of the day. It 

stays moist and cool in its burrow. It uses its specially designed back feet to dig 

backward into the ground. It has “shovel-like” back feet that it can use to dig holes in 

the ground. As it digs its hole, it scoots backward into the hole so it faces out, being 

better able to see its predators.  
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2-point Rubric—Writing from Sources/Short Response1 

 

 

2-Point Response The features of a 2-point response are: 

• Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the 

prompt 

• Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt 

• Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information 

from the text to develop response according to the requirements of the 

prompt 

• Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other 

information from the text as required by the prompt 

• Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability 

 

1-Point Response The features of a 1-point response are: 

• A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as 

required by the prompt 

• Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other 

information from the text to develop response according to the 

requirements of the prompt 

• Incomplete sentences or bullets 

 

0-Point Response The features of a 0-point response are: 

• A response that does not address any of the requirements of the 

prompt or is totally inaccurate 

• No response (blank answer) 

• A response that is not written in English 

• A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable 

 
 
1 From New York State Department of Education, October 6, 2012. 


